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National public-interest law firm devoted to protecting 

Americans’ rights to economic liberty. 

 

Economic liberty is the right 

to engage in a common 

occupation free from arbitrary 

and/or protectionist 

restrictions. 
 



Vending is a multi-billion dollar industry that lets 
entrepreneurs climb the economic ladder.  



Vending can activate underutilized spaces and draw 
people out into the public space.  



Vending can be a fun way to serve people 
innovative food at reasonable prices.  



• Fighting for vendors’ 

rights   

• Narrow laws dealing 
with health and safety 
= OK 

• Arbitrary laws meant 
to restrict competition 
= unconstitutional 



Examples of Arbitrary 
Vending Laws:  

• Public-property bans 

• Restricted zones 

• Duration restrictions 

• Stop and wait restrictions 

• Proximity restrictions 

 

 



IJ’s First Fight for Vending Freedom: El Paso, Texas 



IJ Original Research  

• The Myth of the “Roach Coach” 

– Idea that vendors are unsanitary 

– Used to justify anti-competitive 
restrictions 

• Is it true?  

• What’s the data show?  



IJ Original Research  
Collected, reviewed, and analyzed  
over 260,000 inspection reports 
from seven major U.S. cities  

• Boston 
• Las Vegas 
• Los Angeles 
• Louisville 

 

• Miami 
• Seattle  
• Washington, D.C 



What IJ Found 
• Vendors in every city 

studied did as well or 
better than 
restaurants. 

• Vendors’ inspection 
scores were better 
than restaurants in 6 
out of the 7 cities IJ 
surveyed. 

• In the seventh city 
(Seattle), vendors 
appeared to do better, 
but results were not 
statistically significant. 



Boston 
• Reviewed 29,898 

inspections from 
2011 through July 
2013. 

 

 



Las Vegas 
• Reviewed 84,816 

inspections that 
occurred between 
2009 and July 2012. 

 

 



Los Angeles 
• Reviewed 45,611 

inspections that 
occurred between 
2009 and July 2012. 

 

 



Louisville 
• Reviewed 34,500 

inspections from 2010 
through July 2013. 

• The Metro Health and 
Wellness Department 
does not differentiate 
between trucks and 
carts in terms of 
inspections. 

 



Miami 
• Reviewed 25,463 

inspections from 2008 
through July 2012. 

• The Florida 
Department of 
Business and 
Professional 
Regulation does not 
differentiate between 
trucks and carts in 
terms of inspections. 

 



Seattle 
• Reviewed 34,122 

inspections from 
2009 through July 
2012. 

• Department of 
Health does not 
differentiate 
between trucks and 
carts in terms of 
inspections. 
 

 



Washington D.C. 
• Reviewed 8,985 

inspections for 2011 
and 2012. 

• Department of 
Health does not 
differentiate 
between trucks and 
carts in terms of 
inspections. 

 

 



Conclusions 
• Notion that vendors are less 

sanitary than restaurants is a 
myth. 

• Keys to making vending food 
safe are evidence-based 
sanitation standards and 
regular inspections. 


