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General Information

• Alcohol is Food in the US

• 21 U.S.C. 321 (f) 

The term “food” means (1) articles used for food or drink for man or other animals, (2) 
chewing gum, and (3) articles used for components of any such article.

• 21 C.F.R. 1.227 (4) (ii)

Examples of food include fruits, vegetables, fish, dairy products, eggs, raw agricultural 
commodities for use as food or as components of food, animal feed (including pet food), 
food and feed ingredients, food and feed additives, dietary supplements and dietary 
ingredients, infant formula, beverages (including alcoholic beverages and bottled water), 
live food animals, bakery goods, snack foods, candy, and canned foods.
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General Information

• Alcohol is Food in Minnesota

• Minnesota Statutes Section 34A.01 Subdivision. 4

Food is every ingredient used for, entering into the consumption of, or used or 
intended for use in the preparation of food, drink, confectionary, or condiment for 
humans or other animals, whether simple, mixed, or compound; and articles used 
as components of these ingredients.
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General Information – Product Types

• Alcohol Beverages

• Nonbeverage Products with Alcohol

• Food Products 

• Flavorings and Flavor Extracts
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Agencies and Regulations

Federal

Food and Drug 
Administration

Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax 
and Trade

State

Health or 
Agriculture

Public Safety

Local

Board of 
Health

Liquor Control 
Board
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Alcohol Product Handling Activities

• Manufacturing 

• Wholesale/Distribution

• Retail Sales

• Retail Preparation and Service
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Licensing and Inspection

• MDH

• MDA

• Local Agencies

• TTB

• DPS

• Local Agencies
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MN DPS Alcohol Licenses
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Regulations and Requirements

FOOD
• 21 CFR 117

• MN Rules 4626, 1550

• MN Statues 28A, 31, 34A

• Local Ordinance 

Alcohol Control
• USC Title 26 – Internal Revenue 

Code

• USC Title 27 – Intoxicating Liquors

• MN Statute 340A

• MN Rule 7515

• Local Ordinance 
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Specific State Restrictions - Examples
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Challenges and Opportunities

• Multi-agency authorities

• Communications 

• Site coordination

• Regulatory controls

• Resources available
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MN
Case Study



General Timeline

• November 2016 

• Pest issues noted during inspections

• December 2016 

• Complaint and inspection regarding ingredients noted during inspection 

• Internal discussions and communications with operator

• December 22, 2016

• MDA issued a consumer advisory for Norseman Distillery Leathered Aquavit product.
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FDA

TTB

MN Dept. of 
Public Safety

MN Dept. 
of 
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Thank you!

Katherine Simon
Katherine.Simon@state.mn.us

651-201-6596
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