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PURPOSE

The Georgia Super Bowl Food Defense Work Group shall 

conduct special event planning and coordination activities, 

conduct food defense trainings and outreach, 

facilitate information and intelligence sharing activities, and 

perform operational support activities 
according to established plans, policies, and procedures prior to the 10 day Super Bowl operational period and 

to support Fulton County Board of Health during the 10 day operational period with an objective to prevent the 

intentional contamination of food during Super Bowl LIII in Atlanta, Georgia.  
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Planning

• Special event planning 

took over a year

• SB LIII Food Defense 

Agencies: 9 agencies

– FBOH

– GBI/GISAC

– GDA

– GDPH

– GEMA/HS

– FBI

– FDA 

– USDA FSIS

– FERN lab network 

USDA FSIS Food Defense Team Reps



Over 100 

Staff
 176 GA Food and Feed 

RRT Field Personnel

Responders to date 

(includes pre-event 

inspections, food 

defense outreach, and 

sampling)

 Committed Lab 

Personnel: GDA HQ & 

Tifton, FDA, USDA FSIS, 

FERN Network (14 labs)

 SART IMT and SOC



GDA Super Bowl LIII: 

Food Defense Assignments

• GDA staff performed food 

defense outreach and 

inspections on 28

licensed establishments 

between December 7, 

2018 and January 28, 

2019

• GA RRT partner agency, 

USDA FSIS staff 

performed food defense 

outreach assignments



Food Defense Command Posts: 3
• Coordination: SOC/ESF 11 

Room

• Sampling Operations: 

– GDA Headquarters: GDA 

Lab Samples

• Responder & Food Truck 

Samples

• Centennial Olympic Park

– Federal Building: FERN 

Samples

• GWCC

• State Farm (Philips) 

Arena 

• Mercedes Benz Stadium

– 13 ICPs established overall 

for Super Bowl Ops



SBLIII Secured Perimeter 



GDA Operations

 State Operations Center 
(SOC) & GDA EOC
– Partial Activation

• January 26 – February 4

• Provide Food Defense coordination and 
support via requests for Assistance and 
information sharing

– Produce Daily SITREP
• Food Safety and Food Defense

• Food Sampling and Lab Updates

• Contribute to ESF 8 Consequence 
Branch Daily SITREP Human Health 
Surveillance

– ESF Leads participate in 
Daily ESF 8 coordination 
call

– Support Daily GA RRT food 
sampling and laboratory 
coordination efforts

 Food Surveillance and 
Laboratory 
Coordination
– ESF 11 Request for 

Assistance for FERN lab 
support

– Food Defense mission 
support  

GA RRT Incident 
Management Team 
(IMT) activated for 

Food Defense 
mission



ESF 11: GA RRT Food Defense 

Super Bowl LIII Daily Schedule 

9  AM     Public Safety Briefing 

10 AM    Daily Operational Briefing 

11 AM     Sampling Strike Team Ops Begin 

1 PM     Daily ESF 8 Coordination Call 

3 PM      Lab Micro & Chem Summary Report due 

to ESF 11 Leads 

GDA Internal Leadership call, as needed 

4 PM    SitRep completed

4:30 PM Sample Strike Teams Return

“What’s happened? What are we doing? What’s next?” 
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SB 53 Food Defense ConOps

 Commodity Identification
 Deter intentional food 

contamination through increased 
surveillance and targeted 

prevention activities in the weeks 
prior to and during the event
 Intelligence & Information 

Sharing



Intentional Food Contamination 

Guidance Document



Sample Procedures





Sample Collection:

GDA & USDA FSIS
Georgia State 

University
and

Centennial Olympic 
Park

Georgia World 
Congress Center

Mercedes Benz 
Stadium 

and 
State Farm Arena

USDA FSIS

GDA



Information Sharing

SOC
Emergency Ops Center

AFCEMA Medical 
Branch 

Intelligence/FUSION 
Center

Food Defense Field 
Operations 

Food 
Surveillance 
Strike Team:

COP

Food 
Surveillance 
Strike Team:
State Farm 

Arena

Food 
Surveillance 
Strike Team:
MB Stadium

Food 
Surveillance 
Strike Team:

First 
Responders

Public Health

EPI and/or EH

Food Laboratories

Unified Area 
Command

FERN Labs:
FDA

USDA FSIS
Network Labs

GDA Labs
Atlanta & 

Tifton



SB 53 Food Defense Mission 

Assignments
Pre-Event

• Food Defense Inspections on 

SB 53 food supply chain

– Levy Group Supply Chain

– Responder Feeding Supply 

Chain

– SB 53 Approved Vendors

Super Bowl LIII

• Food Surveillance Sampling 

• Food Delivery Checks (CBP VACIS)

• Food Defense Inspections

Education & Outreach



GDA Super Bowl LIII: 

Food Defense Assignments

• GDA staff performed food 

defense outreach and 

inspections on 28

licensed establishments 

between December 7, 

2018 and January 28, 

2019

• GA RRT partner agency, 

USDA FSIS staff 

performed food defense 

outreach assignments





SEE SOMETHING, 
SAY SOMETHING



Logistics

Courier

Staff Feeding

Site Walk-
throughs



GDA Labs



SB 53 Food Defense Training Plan
• July 17-18, 2018: GA RRT 

Annual Conference

• August 15-16, 2018: “Operation 

Hotplate”: 2018 GA RRT Full 

Scale Exercise

• November 8-9, 2018: FDA Retail 

Special Event Training, US 

Foods

• December 19, 2018: Super Bowl 

LIII Food Defense Tabletop 

Exercise, US Foods

• Jan. 23, 2019, Special Event—

Food Defense Dashboard 

WebEOC Training



Complaint Investigation

Winter Weather impacting 35 
counties: state and local 
government asked not to 
report

Timely complaint resolution 
due to pre-planning and 
effective coordination



Super Bowl LIII Accomplishments
 Effective integration with FBOH ESF 8 Branch, APD, AFCEMA/City of 

Atlanta EP staff, and GEMA/HS All Hazards Operations

 Super Bowl Food Defense planning efforts underway for over a year: 

training/exercises, plans, logistics, food defense outreach

 Development of Super Bowl 53 Food Defense Sampling Plan and 

updated Operational Sampling Strategy

 Finalize Food Defense Super Bowl 53 ConOps and FS and FD staff 

support, including credentialing

 Super Bowl 53 Food Defense Organization Charts

 Successful implementation of the SART IMT

 Creation of WebEOC Food Defense Dashboard for Super Bowl 53

 Traceback Notebook for each food service location within the footprint

 Atlanta PD RFQ Responder Feeding Selection notification input

 Request for FERN Lab Coordination Support by ESF 11 Coordinator

 Development of Food Defense Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR)



Effective Utilization of  GA RRT



Questions???

Special thanks to the Super Bowl LIII Food Defense 
Planning Team, MAC, and IMT!!!!
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